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CLAIMS 

1. A method for use in a video input switching device for configuring devices coupled 
thereto, the method comprising: 

detecting a device coupled to a video input of the video input switching device; and 
5 prompting a user to select a label for the detected device, wherein the label associates 

the detected device with the video input. 
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2. The method of claim 1, wherein the detecting step includes the step of detecting a 
cable coupled to the video input. 



3. The method of claim 1, wherein the detecting step includes the step of detecting a 
signal received through the video input. 



4. The method of claim 3, wherein the detecting a signal step includes the step of 
1 5 prompting the user to turn on the device if no signal is initially detected. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the video input switching device is a television set. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the prompting step includes the step of playing an 
20 audio cue to the user. 

7. A method for use in a video input switching device for configuring devices coupled 
thereto, the method comprising: 

detecting a device coupled to a video input of the video input switching device; 
25 responsive to the detected device, displaying a picture for prompting a user to select a 

label for use in associating the detected device with the video input; and 

receiving a response from the user to select the label that associates the detected 
device with the video input. 

30 8. The method of claim 7, wherein the detecting step includes the step of detecting a 

cable coupled to the video input. 

9. The method of claim 7, wherein the detecting step includes the step of detecting a 
signal received through the video input. 
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10. The method of claim 9, wherein the detecting a signal step includes the step of 
prompting the user to turn on the device if no signal is initially detected. 

11. The method of claim 7, wherein the video input switching device is a television 

set. 

12. The method of claim 7, wherein the displaying a picture step includes the step of 
displaying an image derived from a video signal received from the detected device such that 
the picture is overlaid over the image. 

13. A method for use in a video input switching device, the video input switching 
device including a number of video inputs, the method comprising: 

prompting a user to turn on each one of a number of peripheral devices coupled to the 
video input switching device; and 

selecting, in turn, each one of the number of video inputs and prompting the user to 
select a label from a list of labels for associating the selected video input with a particular type 
of peripheral device. 

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the prompting step is only performed if a signal 
is first detected on the selected video input. 

15. The method of claim 13, wherein the video input switching device is a television 

set. 

16. A method for use in a video input switching device, the method comprising: 
storing in memory a table comprising a plurality of entries, where at least one entry 

associates a label with a video input of the video input switching device, wherein the label 
identifies a device connected to the video input; 

detecting a disconnect from the video input switching device of a device entered in the 
table; and 

» 

prompting a user to confirm deletion from the table of the disconnected device and the 
label associated therewith. 
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17. The method of claim 16, wherein the video input switching device is a television 

set. 

18. The method of claim 16, wherein the prompting step includes the step of playing 
an audio cue to the user. 

19. A home entertainment system comprising: 
a peripheral device; and 

a video input switching device having at-least-one video input and coupled to the 
peripheral device through the at-least-one video input, wherein the video input switching 
device automatically prompts a user to select a label for the peripheral device upon detection 
of the peripheral device through the at-least-one video input. 

20. The home entertainment system of claim 19, wherein the video input switching 
device detects the peripheral device by detecting a cable connected to the at-least-one video 
input. 

■ 

21. The home entertainment system of claim 19, wherein the video input switching 
device detects the peripheral device by detecting a signal received through the at-least-one 
video input. 

22. A video input switching device comprising: 
a processor; 

a memory for storing a list of labels, at least some of the labels representing a possible 
peripheral device that may be coupled to the video input switching device; 
a display; and 
a number of video inputs ; 

wherein the processor automatically displays the list of labels and prompts the user to 
select from the displayed list when the processor detects that a peripheral device has been 
connected thereto through at least one of the number of video inputs. 

23. The video input switching device of claim 22, wherein the processor, memory, 
display and the number of video inputs are a part of a television set. 
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24. The video input switching device of claim 22, further including at least one cable 
detector and wherein the processor detects that a peripheral device has been connected thereto 
when the cable detector detects a cable being connected to the respective video input. 

5 25. The video input switching device of claim 22, further including at least one cable 

detector and wherein the processor detects that a peripheral device has been connected thereto 
when the cable detector detects a signal is being received from the respective video input. 



